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Green Parking Index 

A Sustainable Urban Mobility Solution  

SMART SOLUTION 12: SMART MOBILITY SOLUTIONS 

 

 Helps to reduce parking spaces by providing access to 

alternative modes of transport 

 

 Less indoor parking reduces the price for the building 

and can lower production costs 

 

 Less outdoor parking provides space for other activities 

and can increase local quality of life 

 

Stockholm 

 City contacts: 

 Patrik Berglin 

E-mail: patrik.berglin@stockholm.se 

 Jenny Kihlberg 

E-mail: jenny.kihlberg@stockholm.se 

 Johan Nilsson 

E-mail: johan.c.nilsson@stockholm.se 
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What is the solution? 

The Green parking index in Stockholm 

helps to encourage alternative forms of 

transport, thus reducing the demand for 

the private parking places which must be 

provided when building new and 

renovating old housing in Stockholm.  

 

 

 

 

How does it work? 

According to Swedish legislation, a 

sufficient level of parking has to be 

provided alongside new housing. As a 

standard, Stockholm has 1 parking place 

per apartment. Providing this parking is 

expensive in terms of space and financial 

impact. Reduced parking, averaging 0.28 

to 0.5 parking places per apartment has 

been tested in a few areas in Stockholm 

with different results.  

 

In recent years, new buildings are required 

to provide an average of 0.57 parking 

places per apartment -  on average 0.46 in 

the inner city and 0.65 in the surrounding 

areas Thanks to a dialogue between the 

City of Stockholm and private building 

companies currently responsible for new 

housing in Stockholm, a new green 

parking index for parking standards has 

been developed. The green parking index 

is designed to reduce the need for parking 

spaces by rewarding developers who offer 

alternative forms of transport to their 

residents. 

 

The Green parking index starts with 0.3 – 

0.6 parking places per apartment. The 

exact figure varies according to the 

building’s location and distance from the 

city centre, general services available and 

public transport in the area. Adjustments 

are made according to the size of the 

apartments (large apartments are given an 

additional 20 percent, small apartments a 

reduction of 30 percent) and the way 

space is allocated for visitors’ parking (if 

visitors’ parking is provided in open 

garages with other housing estates the 

usual additional 10 percent is no longer 

needed) . Additional rebates of 10, 15 or 

25 percent can be obtained depending on 

the range of mobility services provided. 
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Mobility services can reduce required 

parking provision by 10 to 25 percent 

A 10 percent discount is given when the 

following is provided:  

 Information package. 

 Good quality bicycle parking which 

is easily accessible with 

improvements like automatic 

doors.  

 Access to car sharing in the area. 

 

A 15 percent discount is given when the 

following is provided (in addition to the 

above items):  

 Bicycle sharing 

 Free access to public transport 

 

A 25 percent discount is given when the 

following is provided (in addition to all the 

above items):  

 Service boxes (some with cooling) 

to be able to receive deliveries 

directly to the house. 

Expected impact 

The goal is to reduce the need for a 

private car, to reduce car travel and 

instead to ensure access to alternative 

options such as bicycling, public transport 

and car sharing. This will lead to: 

 Improved quality of life 

 Reduced environmental impact 

 Sustainable economic development 

Potential for replication 

The Green parking index has been used 

by other cities in Europe already. The 

Stockholm version could be used as an 

inspiration and can be adjusted to work in 

other cities. 

 

 

 



 

4 

 

www.grow-smarter.eu I Factsheet: Green parking index 
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This project has received funding from the European Union's Horizon 2020 

research and innovation programme under grant agreement no 646456. The 

sole responsibility for the content of this document lies with the author and 

in no way reflects the views of the European Union. 

About GrowSmarter 

GrowSmarter (www.grow-smarter.eu) brings together cities and industry to integrate, 

demonstrate and stimulate the uptake of ‘12 smart city solutions’ in energy, infrastructure 

and transport, to provide other European cities with insights and create a ready market to 

support the transition to a smart, sustainable Europe. 

 

http://www.grow-smarter.eu/

